Section Ten - Linking the Ways


Dyrham to Avebury - 33 ½  miles 


Additional 23 miles from Severn bridge to Dyrham: Severn Bridge to Chipping Sodbury on the Jubilee Way - 16 miles; Cotswold Way to Dyrham - 7 miles;





Maps: Landranger 172 Bristol and Bath; Landranger 173, Swindon and Devizes; Pathfinders 1168 Chippenham and Castle Coombe and 1169 Marlborough Downs.





Stages:


Dyrham to Castle Coombe - 9 miles


Castle Coombe to Kingston St Michael Church - 6 miles


Kington St Michael Church to Foxham Church- 6 ½ miles


Foxham Church to Highway Hill - 5 ½  miles


Highway Hill to Avebury. - 6 ½  miles


Highlights: Lugbury long barrow; Castle Coombe; churches at West Kington, Kington St. Michael, Kington Langley; Avon Weir; Spirt Hill; Highway Hill; Windmill Hill; Avebury Great Stone Circle.





Introduction


From the Old Severn Bridge Crossing follow the Jubilee Way  - opened to commemorate the anniversary of the founding of the Ramblers’ Association, This runs to the centre of Chipping Sodbury where the route then picks up the Cotswold Way to Dyrham. From Dyrham it is possible to leave the Cotswold Way and follow the  Celtic Way. It runs directly east across the grain of the land to Castle Coombe, Kington St Michael, then through Foxham over to Hilmarton and the path to Windmill Hill - in site of the White Horse and Downs at Cherhill, in site of Avebury and the route to Stonehenge.





The Jubilee Way� and the Cotswold Way� are described by the appropriate leaflet and books, respectively, available at local tourist offices such as Chipping Sodbury. It is also possible to follow both by the way-marking and Landranger map 172 for the Bristol and Bath area.





Once leaving these way-marked and established routes the walking is on tracks across Wiltshire, by-ways, bridleways, footpaths, and occasionally, quiet lanes. Paths across fields are generally way-marked near their point of entry and exit. When through the middle of a ploughed or seeded area look for the gap in the hedge across the field to see which way to go. The route passes through a well-husbanded part of England, which combines tradition and modernity. Parts of the walking can be exposed in wind and rain, but walkers are rarely more than half an hour from shelter. Although never far from the white noise of the nearby M4, the route touches on beautiful hamlets and includes some peaceful tracks There are several villages on the route, most offer refreshment at inns - Kington St Michael, Yatton Keynell and Foxham have general stores. Accommodation is available at some inns and B&B close to the route, and the facilities of Chippenham and Calne are a short bus journey from the route. 








Stage 1 - Dyrham to Castle Coombe - 9 miles


Starting Point:


Leaving the village and the Cotswold Way at the finger-post crossroads, walk up the hill for about ½ mile. Go past Sands Farm entrance and the Dyrham Estate high stone walls to your left, until reaching a signed PFP and stone steps to a stile crossing into the estate. Take the clear path through new tree planting to a strange arrangement of fencing which allows you into the field on the right where the path continues. Follow it until it comes out  - by way of a very attractive set of steps in a curved wall - next to the very busy A46 link road to the M4. Cross the road carefully to the PFP sign immediately opposite.





Take the footpath across the field to West Littleton  At the time of walking, the direction was indicated by flattened earth, but it goes straight across the middle. On reaching the second field a row of trees and church spire on the skyline ahead show the direction to West Littleton. Cross the second field and then a stone stile into the third field. The footpath is not visible but aim for the point where two walls meet. Back on a visible path make for the point in the wall where there is a gap in the middle. Cross the gap and then a wooden stile with a yellow arrow. The route climbs a slope alongside a hedge to the right. There are good views from the top of the hill of a farmhouse and distant hills. 





Cross a ladder stile and then go through gate into a pasture field. Aim for the small gate opposite.. This leads to a hollow track lined by stone walls running past a garden with a tennis court. The church’s spire is an unusual one and surmounted by a cockerel above four balls. A gap in the stone wall leads to the graveyard.





The path shortly comes out in West Littleton opposite a telephone box. 





Turn right and follow the road around until reaching a lane leading off to the after a letter box. Take the lane which soon turns into a track of yellow stony earth. Pass a fortified barn. The route follows a long open and unbroken trackway for almost 2 miles. The route is edged by drystone walling and the views are superb. 





There are pheasants and their feeding stations at points adjacent to the path and it will be unusual to not startle a few of these noisy birds. 


After a mile and a half a large farmhouse comes into view on the right above the track. Walk past the entrance to this and take the metalled path bearing left and follow it downhill.





The route now approaches the Broadmead Brook. It is possible to pick up the footpath which follows it here, but it is simpler to follow the metalled track to the point 200 yards ahead where it comes out on a small unclassified road. Turn right downhill and cross the road where the green PFP sign for the Broadmead Brook footpath points to entry to the field below the road. Take the ladder stile (yellow arrow)down into the field. Take a look back at the stone reinforcements supporting the road wall.





The route follows the Broadmead Brook footpath. Go through an iron gate; you can hear a rush of water on the right hand side. Pass through a field walk alongside the stream. The route continues for over a mile through fine meadow and pasture. 





At time of walking there were ewes and tups sharing the field and hillside. The tups can be very protective of their territory and ewes so give them space.





The footpath comes out at the edge of the village of West Kington and cottages can been seen on the hillside to the left. The path goes through an iron gate then passes along a lane by the gardens of the cottages for 200 yards before reaching a metalled unclassified road. The route does not go into the village so turn right up the hill - signed Drifton Hill higher up the lane -  for about 200 yards until reaching a signed bridleway on the right just after the yellow sand bunker.





Follow this attractive bridleway, which has good views over the valley as it runs to the right above the road. The bridleway soon becomes a narrow path along the edge of a ploughed field. Come to the end of the bridleway and cross a small lane then take the footpath sign ahead This path becomes a proper bridleway again. Walk straight across and through some wooden gates then a large field. Visible are some houses to the right. Follow the path around, getting glimpses of the village church tower to the right plus some farm buildings. When reaching a point where there are three gates close together, take the second gate (wooden) to visit the church of West Kington, which, as the halfway point,  is a beautiful place to take a break. To reach the church cross a tiny field, with a drystone wall. Go through  little wooden gate to church car park.





From the church the route goes from the car park through the stud farm to the unclassified road. To do this, from the car park turn right along track passing horses and stables on both sides. Walk straight on. Follow the track around completely . It will veer to right to the road. Go through a gate with sign back to the church. Come out onto B road with a small lodge-type house on left. Go left onto the metalled lane and follow it round 





Follow this road to the left for 400 yards to the sign for Nettleton village, then take the first turning left.


(It is possible to reach this same point on footpaths through the field by avoiding the gate to the church and taking the third gate and following the footpath across the fields until it comes out at the same point in Nettleton Green.)





Passing houses, follow the road as it bears right into Long Leaze and continue until coming to a crossroad. There is a PFP opposite but there is also a rope barrier all around the field so do not take this. The route takes the Burton road for about 200 yards until it turns to the left. Do not follow it any further. Instead, continue on an unsigned metalled road which starts straight ( ignore PFP signs) then curves to the right past Manor Farm. 





Follow the road until a right-angled bend where there are 2 aluminium gates. This is the route to Lugbury Long Barrow. Take the left-hand gate and pass through the muddy entrances to the fields and another gate in quick succession. Keep to the left of the stone wall and aim for the copse ahead. On reaching the copse it is entered through hunting gates. Pass through the copse and out into a field. Lugbury Long Barrow is on the left - a fifty foot long raised grass mound with a sarsen stone at end.





The barrow was excavated in the 19th century. A central burial revealed a single crouched skeleton with a short flint spear. Four additional chambers were found later containing 26 skeletons. It is an evocative site and standing beside the barrow leads the visitor to consider the kind of conflicts and society which left these dramatic and enduring remains. There is a cromlech at the eastern end of the barrow: two support stones and a fallen cap-stone, all three stones are similar to the sarsen stones found at Marlborough, some distance away.





Leaving the Long barrow, continue on the path eastwards to the edge of the field. The metalled road ahead is the Fosseway. 





(When looking for the route we considered three alternatives here - the path through the field opposite - at time of walking there was no stile and the gate was tied several times with knotted string.( Checked in January, and still the same, except leaning less securely in its gap). To the right about 200 yards down the road past the copse on the left is the back entrance to Manor House Golf Club from which it is possible  - eventually -  to pick up the Macmillan Way into Castle Coombe at the far side of the Golf Course, but although a PFP runs through the golf course I do not think this is the place to access it, or the third option, which is the one chosen and described below). 





Coming out of the Long Barrow field turn right on the Fosseway and follow it for about half a mile. At the time of walking only one car came past, but be alert and walk to face any possible oncoming traffic. On the whole, because it is a Roman Road, the visibility is good. On approaching Fossway Farm Hotel and Restaurant -tea-shop refreshments usually available here - take turning to the left down a steep tree-lined lane for about ½ mile to the complex of attractive houses at the bottom of the hill where you are greeted by a no parking or turning sign. Passing the houses go through a remarkable wrought iron high swing gate with its own roof, cross the Broadmead Brook and continue on the track as it swings around to cross the Bybrook by a beautiful stone bridge. Ornamental signs indicate the way ahead through the golf course. Do not go along the tarmac track alongside the brook The path rises with the ground to join the Macmillan Way just as it enters some trees. Follow the signs to a stile to the right. Take this and follow the track where it runs past the high stone wall of the Manor House Hotel and offers lovely views of the church. Turn right at the small bridge and take the track  - which passes under part of the hotel and comes out in the centre of Castle Coombe village at the Market Cross.. 





The village, apart from being a tourist spot in season, has inns and a shop. We enjoyed the cream tea and cider in the Castle Inn.





Stage 2 - Castle Coombe to Kingston St Michael - 6 miles





The whole of this section is evidently horse country. One the evidence of the many herds of cattle we met while walking it, this stage is also beef country.. It also has a lovely ledge walk at the beginning.





Starting Point:


Beginning at the market cross in Castle Coombe village turn uphill and continue until reaching the museum, an isolated building about 500 yards out of the village. Immediately opposite is a steeply rising stony bridleway through trees signed Upper Castle Coombe. Take it and follow the deep path edged with rocky erosion until it comes out alongside first one, then a second barrier on the right hand side of the track. Go through the second right-hand barrier. You are entering a very attractive conservation area and the ledge path above the Bybrook Valley.





Both the Broadmead and ByBrook flow into the Wiltshire Avon.





Continue for a mile along this beautiful woodland path - which is also part of the MacMillan Way. It continues sometimes in mixed woodland and sometimes in open hillside. Other small paths run into and from it but ignore these. Old stone gateposts are passed at various points.





One highlight to watch out for is the Loch Ness Monster Tree - a fallen tree which has definitely had some monstrous face-lifting tree surgery.





The path begins to descend ( close to a sewage treatment unit) into Long Dean where a cluster of attractive houses form around a choice of lanes at the bottom. Go left past Rose Cottage for 150 yards and come out on a very quiet lane. 





(Opposite is an entrance to a signed bridleway which goes around the foot of West Yatton Down. There are also warning signs about keeping to the path. It was tempting to use this track, but at time of walking the path was almost unusable due to grazing cattle, mainly bullocks, who had worked their way through the valley floor and churned it into a quagmire underfoot. Tracks above the path suggest that walkers have had to walk a higher route to find decent footage in spite of warning notices not to do so.. This route leads through to Hammerdown Woods and comes out at Kents Bottom which would then involve some busy road walking, or in Yatton Keynell where it was not possible to pick up the footpath. Such were the deterrents to ease of foot and mind that we decided to take the route along the lanes to Yatton Keynell instead until the bridleway is less obstructed).





To continue, go right then take the lane up the steep hill through the trees of Chapel Wood to the right. Follow it for just over a mile to the hamlet of West Yatton. At the crossroads take the left-hand lane for Yatton Keynell. Follow the lane for  again just over a mile. There is a good view of the valley and hills to the west. 





Entering Yatton Keynell there is a P. O. store at the road junction, and an inn ( The Bell). Go right in the village, then take the first road right after 100 yards. Ignore the first signed footpath on the right and take Grove Lane 50yards later on the right. Follow the lane around past the duck pond - filled with raucous ducks who ‘laugh’ at pedestrians - and continue as it leaves the houses and becomes the track to Grove Farm. The first way-marked footpath runs straight across the fields to Kington St Michael. The route however does not use this path but the next signed footpath 100 yards later on the left. 





Take this and  cross the stile and the ploughed field making for the gap in the hedge. At the second field do the same. The third field is pasture at time of writing, and full of feeding rabbits when walked at dusk. Keep to the hedge to the left of the field and cross the stile into the next field. Keep following this path until it comes out across a field onto the narrow lane to Easton Piercy. Go right and follow the lane around, ignoring all footpath signs, until a left fork signed to Priory Farm. Take this fork and come out after 500 yards in front of  the farm. There is a good view of the area from here. There are indications of its previous importance: the farm is on what was once priory land, and there is the site of a medieval village about ¼ mile to the NW. Whatever the past significance of this village both Kington St Michael and Kington Langley (long ley) are spread over a large area and possess churches and farms of some substance.





At Priory Farm, facing south-east is a signed footpath to Kington St Michael Church. Take this across the field downhill and cross over the small footbridge and pass through a tiny copse and aim to the right of the football goalpost as you climb the small hill going towards some grey houses. Cross Grove Lane to the PFP sign and open (if you can) the aluminium gate into the fields which goes along the backs of village houses and almshouses by means of stiles and gates until it comes out at the imposing Church of St Michael and All Angels in the middle of the village.





This is a good point to break the journey. There is a shop and inn here (The Jolly Huntsman).





Stage 3 - Kington St Michael Church to Foxham Church - 6 miles


This is a relatively straightforward walk across fields and bridleways. The bridleway from Avon Weir is a wide walking passage fit for a king.


Starting point:


Leave village going to the right along the main road At the end of the village, pass the last house - Hill House - and, taking great care because of the traffic, walk along the main road (no pavement) for about 30 yards and cross to FP sign on left. Enter the field. 





(The way ahead is not clear - the obvious and visible choice is to go straight ahead to the gap in the hedge. If you choose this you will need then to follow the right hand hedge in the next field until you reach the farm storage buildings. Then aim for the crest of the rising ground ahead. As you reach the crest the way ahead is clear - go to the wooden open field entrance with the PFP sign). 





The way as shown on the map suggests aiming instead for the top hedge and following this until you see a large straw bale (currently sprouting grass so difficult to pick out from a distance) which may denote the way into the adjacent field. Then aim for the storage buildings and take the track into the next field and aim for the crest of the rising ground and the field’s clear exit.





Here the route approaches the A350 - the busy dual carriageway to Junction 17 of the M4. There is some B&B close by which is well-placed for the walking. Cross very carefully and head for the signed track directly opposite which is heading east and towards a hill. 





This is a reasonably pleasant bridleway type of path - rutted and hedged. It runs straight then tends around to the left. As it approaches the base of the hill it swings more to the left and there is a fork - a small path and old green painted metal gate on your right. Take this gate and aim for the left hedge and gate gap into the left hand field. This tends to be a cattle field and was very churned up when walked. Follow the right hand hedge up and as it opens more to the right go straight up to the stile 50 yards ahead. Continue straight on and up - less steeply now - to the next stile into a meadow-type field and follow the path to a stile and out onto the lane at Newlands Green in Kington Langley. You are on Day’s Lane - a long lane. Turn right, not hard right into Ashes Lane, but middle right and follow this lane, which passes the Hit and Miss Inn if you need a break. On coming out on Church Road, turn left and follow this to Lower Common and the main B4122 road.





Opposite is the Great House, a Cheshire Home. The signed bridleway lies just to the right of it. Cross the road and enter the bridleway flanked by two stone gateposts. Pass a little lodge-type house. At time of walking - just after the storms of early January ‘98 - this boggy bridleway was deep in water draining off the crop field to its right. Mercifully, after 400 yards you leave it. There are 2 more stone gateposts and waymark blue and yellow arrows which point right to the next field. Go to your right and walk along the fenced left edge of the field passing an ornamental pond ( the map shows three but I only saw one) in the adjacent gardens and some large pines. Pylons are to your right and they will be with you for most of this part of the walking towards Sutton Lane. Sidney’s Woods is off to your right. Spirt Hill is in the far distance. 





Here the path on the maps and the route on the land do not seem to agree. The bridleway on the map goes over to the right to the top corner of Sidney’s Woods and doubles back to Bull’s Elms, the prominent group of trees to your left. On the ground the gaps in hedges and occasional track line in fields suggest that the used route is to follow these and the pylon line over to Bull’s Elms on the left skyline. Aim to the right of Bull’s Elms. Beyond Bull’s Elms there is a farm storage building. The pylons are on your right. Take a line from the last pylon as you go to the right of Bull’s Elms. Aim for a gap in the hedge, straight across the field. The path isn’t obvious. As you do so, Bull’s Elms and storage building pass to your left. 





At about 2 o clock there is a stile between two trees in the hedge. Cross to the stile by the right of the two trees. It has a white waymark on it. Straight across, directly opposite is another stile - white waymark arrow again -  you come to what must be, to my ignorant eyes, a large warren - about 20 or 30 holes in the ground -. Cross the mini-estate of bunny holes to another way-marked stile and into a square-ish pasture field with an aluminium gate to the right. (You leave the white waymarking now - that path goes off to a stile in the left corner of the field towards Sutton Benger). There is an obvious line across the next field to another aluminium gate with adjacent wooden fencing but no waymarking. From here to Sutton Lane is straightforward along a pleasant bridleway which passes under the pylon line and comes out on Sutton Lane opposite Langley Burrell Farm with the signed bridleway to the weir and Avon and Foxham straight ahead. The difficult part has been done. The next 2 miles or so to Foxham is straightforward and extremely pleasant walking.





Take the Weir bridleway passing the farm complex with its dark sheds on your right. Visitors to the weir and River Avon fishers use this bridleway so you may find the occasional car bumping its way along as far as the Avon. After this is very peaceful. 





After ½  mile you will hear and then see the River Avon. Both the river and then the weir are impressive and beautiful, marred only by the inevitable fly-tipper who seems only to see something lovely to want to spoil it.


Cross the Avon Weir and continue along the bridleway which curls around towards the railway bridge which carries the Great Western high speed trains. 





Under the railway bridge the walking opens out into a long mile of broad and beautiful bridleway - over 20 feet wide for most of the way with occasional great shade trees. There is no interruption along this part of the route. To complete it you pass over a stile and, as the bridleway eventually narrows, you come out at the West End of the attractive and meandering village of Foxham. 





From West End to the village centre by the church and Foxham Arms is about a mile along the very quiet tarmac road. (As you go along it, about 200 yards after leaving the bridleway, on your left is a footpath sign across a debris covered field. This footpath exists on the map but I failed to find it. You can surmount the locked gate and make your way to the far corner where boards bridge the hedge. The path - in theory - crosses the field, hugging the hedges, to come out on the Dauntsey road. It is not significantly shorter, and, as far as I can see, is not marked at the other end although another PFP on the Dauntsey Road, which goes over to Christain Malford is signed and well-marked. It is an illustration of the way footpaths can be uniformly signed at the road but very different in their progress across the fields).





For ease and simplicity, follow the Foxham road, which is very quiet, until it comes out at Foxham Church and Foxham Arms. This is a good place to rest, look around, and get refreshment before the next part of the route over to Spirt Hill, where no refreshment is possible, and on to Hilmarton, which has a pub and possible accommodation.





Stage 4 - Foxham Church to Highway Hill - 6 miles 


The route takes footpaths across fields crossing two small valleys and climbing onto Spirt Hill which rises between them. It is very atmospheric.


Starting point:


From the church go left along the village lane with common land edges for ½  mile. The land begins to rise. You pass the PFP to Foxham Locks. The handsome hill with Melsome and Avon Grove Woods is on your right. Follow the lane past Stockham Marsh Farm on the left and then Godsell Farm entrance and cottages on the right. On cresting the rise in the road you will see a PF sign to the left into a tempting field. Ignore it and take the bridleway sign to the right indicating the route across the fields to Spirt Hill, then Hilmarton. 





Beacon Hill Option.


(This is not the recommended route but is mentioned because it may be attractive if you don not mind road walking and want to go over Beacon Hill directly to Highway. It is not a busy lane, but it does not qualify as a quiet walker’s lane either. The attraction of the lane route is that it follows the old route up to Highway, going over Beacon Hill. Although not busy, it is used by local traffic so if you choose this option be prepared to walk for 2 miles with the probability of cars. From Beacon Hill, cross the A3102 road and take the Highway Road immediately opposite. Follow this for 1 mile to the straggling crossroads in the middle of no-where, at OS SU033 752 where you join up with the main walking footpath which continues to Highway).





The Celtic Way continues on the Bridleway route which is very pleasant and clearly marked until its slightly tricky moment at Spirt Hill. 





Take the path downhill for 100 yards across the crop field to a small wooden gate. The handle is hard to find. Pushing works best. There is a clear path on the good left margin of the next field. Keep to the left hedge. The way through the next fields is separated from the rest of the field by posts and electric wire which keeps stock areas clear. Go to the next gate. Cross the flat field which has drainage equipment on it to a metal gate. Stockham Marsh Farm is one your right. There are three tracks. Take the one more or less straight ahead - currently there are arrows, perhaps home-made, indicating the route. Moving between 2 lines of wire and fence posts you are coming under the lee of Spirt Hill. Cross the first of three drainage brooks and come to a rusty large gate. Carry on to the next drainage brook and a hunting gate. You are at the foot of the hill and it is very attractive here. Go through a new hunting gate. You are now climbing. At the next field entrance there is a hunting gate, white arrow way-mark and a Beware of the Bull sign. This is the sticky part. 





The path curves to the right and there is an option to go around to the right but this is not the route. Head for the thicket. It is full of low-hanging small trees, more ‘Beware’ signs and notices about electrified fences. Other walkers have made a route which keeps to the far right of the thicket and comes out in the right corner of the field above. The correct way - if you can find it - aims at about 10 o clock through the thicket to come out at the stile with the white waymark arrow. Cross this with some difficulty into the large crop field above. The route goes straight across this field to the gate-gap in the hedge to the next and last field. Continue straight across this last field where the gate opposite, just to the right of the Leylandii garden hedge, leads onto the lane through Spirt Hill.





Spirt Hill has been a feature on the horizon for some time and is an interesting place - it seems quiet and unvisited. Our route takes the waymarked path directly opposite which will take us on a relatively problem-free route to Hilmarton.





Go into the way marked track to the right of Leekshedge Farm. There is a stile and white double way-mark. Take the fairly obvious path across the field to the aluminium fence and way-marked stile next to it. These stiles are a bit overgrown at the time of writing. Continue with hedge on right to next stile, then the next field, hedge on right to third stile. Cross right into field. You are moving downhill. The line of direction is very clear. There is woodland ¼ mile to your right, and across the valley bottom you are aiming for a lone farm building ( which looks fairly new or being restored) clearly opposite on the rising hillside. 





Hilmarton Church is on the skyline immediately ahead and the Windmill Hill plateau beyond. 





Go down to the corner of the field where the point where hedges converge at the valley bottom. Pass through small copse area and enter the large field with the conspicuous farm building with the track on the left leading off. Aim for the left track. You are going through what appears to be a cattle field - though they were safely tucked up in barns when I walked it. 





Go through the gate and follow the very pleasant and straightforward track between two hedges as it rises and passes some farm buildings, then private gardens to come out on the main road through Hilmarton at its southern edge. Turn left and walk for 300 yards passing Manor House Farm and turn into the village by the church. You are on Church road. There is a large inn opposite which offers refreshment and accommodation.





Take Church Road, passing the imposing church on the left, and follow as it goes left into a ‘no through road’. Pass some attractive old cottages. (There is a bridleway to Foxham on the left down a steep narrow lane. It comes out on the road to Highway). The Celtic Way route goes straight on and into Llammas Close past some new small houses. 





At the end of the Close is a way-marked path. Cross the ivy-covered stile and take the path passing some large pines on the right and coming to some poplars on the left. Continue to a stile. Cross this into a field - usually cattle, but you can follow the left margin. On the left, after 200 yards, is an impressive new wooden footbridge. Cross this and enter some very attractive woodland. The path is currently well-cleared. You pass through a tunnel of trees for 300 yards before coming out at the corner of an enormous field. 





This was apparently two fields, now merged. Your landmark for the route to take across this huge field is the two high and conspicuous trees ahead. Walk across the field - currently seeded grass - aiming for the centre of these two trees. The field abuts the Highway road although you cannot see that yet. When reaching the trees you will see the far corner of the field. Aim for this. There are no hedges or stiles remaining at the corner. (It looks as if a land-change programme of some sort is going on here. Further back down the road is an attractive old farm complex currently being renovated by the North Wilts Conservation and Urban Design department, so maybe they know what is happening).





At the field’s edge you meet a straggling cross-roads. Go left the right across the junction at O.S. SU033 752 and take the attractive and open lane across Highway Common to Highway. 





In just over a mile the road curves to the right, passing close to what appears to have been the church at Highway, when there was a busy travellers’ route over to Avebury. It now appears to be a private house. Opposite it - on your left - is Highway Farm and a signed path onto Highway Hill.





Stage 5 - Highway Hill to Avebury - 6 ½  miles 


The walking now leaves the lower farmland to follow a succession of bridleways onto the plateau which has Windmill Hill on its southern flank. You are away from habitation for about four miles of this route and it can be exposed in stormy weather.


Starting point:


Take the signed path to the left at Highway Farm and go past the farm buildings and take the metalled track up Highway Hill, which rises quickly. At a fork take a concrete road bearing sharply left uphill and into the trees. There is no confusion - the other option is clearly marked as a private road.





The concrete track continues to rise quickly. There is a small gorge in the woodland to your left. The track’s surface can be slimy underfoot in wet weather. The track becomes a bridleway between 2 metal fences and a low hedge. There are views towards Cherhill with its monument and white horse on the right. You will have them with you for much of this part of the walking. You also pass a raised water tank in the field on your right.





On reaching a fork in the bridleways, ignore the one signed for Cherhill and take the unsigned track to the left with views of the plateau ahead. The track stays concrete underfoot for about 700 yards then becomes a bridleway. It continues in a straight line alongside a hedge coming down off the hill. At a T junction of bridleways - there is a blue arrow marker - go left and follow for ¼ mile along the rutted track, called Yatesbury Lane on the relevant Pathfinder map. (You reach a bridleway which goes off from the right and is a shorter route to Windmill Hill, but it becomes a footpath across crop fields and at the time of walking there was nothing to indicate the way across. It may be easier in summer if a line is left across the crop). 





Instead, continue on the same Yatesbury Lane bridleway. There is a straggling copse to your right for about ½ mile. Continue on this bridleway for just over a mile altogether. Views are opening out and you come to an unclear junction to the right opposite two large trees - sessile oaks. Check you are at the correct point  - 074 741 - by looking out for an old wooden post on your right an d, more visibly, check the oak trees on your left. One of them, the one opposite the junction, has a small metal square with D16 on it. It is also a nice place to sit for a break - good views, good trees.





Take the unclear junction to the right and follow the rutted track for ¼ mile, keeping the field’s edge to your right. It leads to another junction. Follow this straight on. In places it forms an attractive tunnel of trees and could be delightful in summer. You pass a gate and copses to the left. Continue for nearly ½ mile along the obvious bridlepath to where you come out at a junction of bridleways. Go right on a path which is rutted and open to the left and with a hedge to the right. It bears left after 100 yards. Follow for another 200 yards to an overgrown bridleway to the right. Take this and follow until it comes out on a yellowish earth trackway. There is way-marking at the next fork where the yellow track goes right to Yatesbury. Ignore this and follow the white arrow - O.S.077 723 - into a bridleway which has fallen trees and undergrowth to negotiate at time of writing.





At the next junction of ways turn into the bridleway through the gate. There is a copse on the left. Follow the bridleway between two fences. It is tree-lined and has new tree-planting towards its end. Windmill Hill is ahead. At a gate you have a choice. You can go left or right to pick up the path over Windmill Hill and to the tumulus on top, or go straight over the stile ahead to cut straight up the hillside.





The path to Avebury is to the right. Follow this until a junction of paths - 083 724 - facing Cherhill. Turn left and follow the bridleway up the hill. You will pass a stile to the summit. Carry on down the track towards Avebury Trusloe. It is open track for about ¼ mile then becomes metalled. You have terrific views of the area which is so rich in ancient sites and remains.





You are coming towards a farm. Before this there is a footpath through a field to the left directly to Avebury Trusloe but at time of writing was very wet underfoot. Instead continue on the metalled lane as it goes to the left towards the small village. There is B&B available here. From Avebury Trusloe to Avebury village and information complex is another mile. At the junction on Bray Street take the metalled lane to the left. After the village take a tarmac path again  - with the characteristic white railings. This will bring you out in the churchyard at Avebury. From here you can visit the Tourist Complex, with its shop and café with very wholesome food. The car park is adjacent; the Keiller Museum is well worth a visit - Alexander Keiller, from the Marmalade family, bought several of the ancient sites in the area and had them excavated. The complex is well worth a visit but the main reason for being here is the Stones of Avebury.





Various guides� are available on the stones of Avebury, and they all stress is that Avebury’s Great Stone Circle is one of the most impressive in the world. There is the Great Circle - built around 2500BC - and 2 other circles within the Great Circle. There are 2 stone rows (avenues) - Beckhampton and West Kennet - leading to it. At the end of the West Kennet avenue is the Sanctuary - stone and wood rings. Then, alone and utterly outlandish in this English landscape, is the inexplicable huge chalk mound of Silsbury Hill. A British pyramid or what? Compare it with other huge mound hills further down the route at Glastonbury, Burrowbridge, and Brent Tor and the Mynde in Caerleon.





As you take time to explore the circles and avenues you will see that missing stones have been replaced by markers - indication of a different set of priorities in the past, where these great stones were rooted up and smashed. Thankfully, many remain, and that it is possible to walk amongst them today is, I feel, a heritage worth passing on. If you have visited it the comparison with the great stone avenues at Carnac in Brittany is hard to avoid.











Additional information:


Tourist Information


Chipping Sodbury - The Clock Tower - 01454 888687


Thornbury - The Town Hall - 01454 281 638


Devizes - St John Street - 01380 729408


Avebury - The Great Barn - 01672 539425


Bristol - 01117 9260767


Salisbury - 01722 334956


Youth Hostel


Bath - 01225 465674


Salisbury - 01722 327572


Other Centres


DyrhamPark (National Trust) 01179 372501 





Public Transport:


Badgerline Buses - 01179 553231


Dorset/Wiltshire Buses - Salisbury - 1722 336855


Train Enquiries - 0117 9294255





Handing on:


The walking now enters the heart of the Celtic Way route: Megalithic Sites. Colin Feltham has described a route from Avebury to Stonehenge which is an achievement in itself when the difficulties because of the military presence in the area of Salisbury Plain are considered. The walking ahead to Stonehenge, and then on the Glastonbury is a new experience for us, but must once have been one of the most travelled parts of western Britain when one considers the importance of the ancient sites in the area. The next section begins at Avebury, where this one ends.






































�  The Jubilee Way, Northavon section, published by the old Northavon District Council, obtainable from Tourist Information in Chipping Sodbury


�  The Cotswold Way, by Mark Richards, published by Reardon and Son ISBN 1 873877 10 2


� Avebury and Stonehenge - the greatest stone circles in the world -  by Michael Pitts printed by Stones Print








