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Section Eleven - Megalithic Sites - 


Avebury via Stonehenge to Cley Hill, near Warminster - 60 miles.


Landrangers 173, 183, 184





Stages:


Avebury to Devizes - 10 miles


Devizes to The Lavingtons (Ridgeway) - 11 miles


Ridgeway/A30 Junction to Shrewton - 9 miles


Shrewton to Stonehenge - 4 miles


Stonehenge to Berwick St James - 4 miles


Berwick St. James to Near Heytesbury - 12 miles


Near Heytesbury to Arn Hill, Warminster - 5 ½ miles


Arn Hill to Cley Hill - 4 ½ miles


Highlights: 


Avebury; Silsbury Hill; Oldbury Castle; White Barrow; Winterbourne Stole group of barrows; Wesssex Ridgeway; Stonehenge; The Harrow Way; Yarnbury Camp; Scratchbury Camp; Battlesbury Camp; Arn Hill; Cley Hill.





Information


Generally easy walking, except on the hard military perimeter roads around Salisbury Plain and over the hill forts near Warminster.





From Avebury to West Lavington the route initially follows the Wessex Ridgeway, first across the Vale of Pewsey, then up and around the north-west escarpment of the Salisbury Plain.  The route then continues, going south-east down the gap between military ranges to Stonehenge. The direction turns west around the southern edge of the Plain to the distinctively separate hill forts near Warminster, and finally across the Wylye Valley to Cley Hill.





The landscape is generally open, with mainly arable farming land and wide open spaces on Salisbury Plain, some of which are bleak and exclusively used for military training.  However, within these are conservation areas and the perimeter walks are often alive with birds, butterflies, wild flowers, etc. thriving in the absence of agricultural pesticides.





Its main features are a proliferation of very old prehistoric sites from Old Stone Age (Palaeolithic) to New Stone Age (Neolithic) and Bronze Age. The focal point of this prehistoric area, and of the Celtic Way, is Stonehenge and as 4-ton blue stones from Pembrokeshire were used in the second phase of Stonehenge, it may also have been an early link for subsequent Celtic migration.











Stage 1 - Avebury to Devizes - 10 miles. Landranger 173


Background


Avebury has been a settlement from prehistoric to present times, with the current village situated within the major stone circle of (originally) 100 sarsen (sandstone from chalk areas) stones.  At 18 acres, Avebury is the largest megalithic ceremonial monument in Europe.This small village, with its museum and Elizabethan Manor is at the centre of a collection of prehistoric sites within a 2-mile radius:





Windmill Hill is the largest and best known Neolithic earthwork of its kind in Britain (21 acres), based on early settlement in 3000 BC. Silbury Hill is the largest raised by prehistoric man (approximately 2000 BC) in Europe, with its base of 5¼ acres, and 130 feet higher than the fields. West Kennet Long Barrow (2500 BC) is a remarkable chambered tomb in which visitors can stand upright in a roofed passage. The Stone Avenue leads south-east from Avebury towards the Overton Hill Barrow Sanctuary (linear cemetery of six round barrows, with associated bell and bowl barrows).





Starting Point SU 102 699


Leave the Red Lion in a south-westerly direction down the village street, passing St. James church.  Just before the street stops, take a right turning before the house called The Forge, down a lane until a bridge is reached. Just before the bridge, look left for a view of Silbury Hill.





Cross the bridge over the River Kennet and take a left fork going on through fields towards a thatched cottage.  Go through the gate in front of the cottage, and walk up the small road from the cottage to the minor road.  Turn right along the road past the telephone box, with Avebury Trusloe on the left.  Continue along this until a junction by some barns is reached.


At this point there is a Footpath/Ancient Monument signpost pointing up the road, and in that direction Windmill Hill can be seen (about a 30-minute walk away).





At the junction turn left (south-west) along the track between the barns, and follow the track to the end of the field. On the left at the end of the field are the two Longstones, assumed to be the only remains of a western avenue from Avebury.





Turn right, around the White Gate, and proceed until the A4 is reached.  At the A4, turn right up the footpath, on the right of this former major trunk road from London to Bath/Bristol, and continue until the milestone is reached 077 692. (It states 82 miles to London, 5 miles to Calne, 7 miles to Marlborough). Cross the A4 with care, to the layby on the other side, and at the top of the layby follow a green track going up towards a copse of trees.  Go on through the trees, and on emerging from them continue along the earthwork ridge towards the monument pillar on the hill ahead.  To the left in the valley below racehorse training gallops can be seen.


From the ridge aim for the barn on the side of the hill below the monument, and, in due course, turn left on to the track passing to the right of this barn, and go over the stile.  At the next stile there is a National Trust (NT) sign for Cherhill Down and Oldbury Castle.  Continue up the track until the Lansdowne Monument is reached, where there are extensive views to the north and west.





At the monument turn left (south) along the ramparts of Oldbury Castle, keeping the lower fence to the right, and 70 yards before a stile turn right through a gate.  Head downhill until another gate is reached, with a sign marking the other side of the NT property.  Go through the gate and downhill towards a line of trees in the near distance. Just before the line of trees, go through a gate and turn right up a Roman Road, towards twin communication towers on top of Morgans Hill.  This old track goes around the right-hand shoulder of the hill, and a notice on the third gate identifies Morgans Hill as a nature reserve.  The track goes through a short wooded section, and after this there is a further gate into Morgans Hill Nature Reserve, as the track swings right.  Go through this gate, taking a marked pathway left up a gentle slope.





At the top of this pathway, there is a further gate going into the North Wiltshire Golf Course.  Go through the gate and turn immediately left, going around the course inside the fencing.  When the fencing ends, taking care, follow the white posts across the course towards the left-hand side of the clubhouse.





O.S.022 667. On reaching the road, cross over into a broad green track going left of the clubhouse.  Looking ahead, the line of the route goes up the hill towards the right-hand copse.To the right of this track there is Roundway Down, the site of a civil war battle (1643).  It was originally called Runaway Hill to denote the flight of the losing side. At the top of the Roundway Hill there is an English Heritage site on the left, and looking across this, the Vale of Pewsey can be seen running in a south-westerly direction.  To the south is the town of Devizes, and the escarpment of Salisbury Plain in the distance.


Continue down the road past the wood on the right until a road branches to the right.  Go up this road until a double gate and adjoining walkers gap is reached. At this point, if time is available (about 30 minutes), a detour up the hill and along to Olivers Castle, a hill fort,  would offer excellent views to the south-west.





O.S. 011 638 Go through the walkers gap down the pathway passing by an electricity pylon.  Bear right across the next field to the far side, where there is a minor road and a footpath signpost to the left.  Go left around the road until another footpath sign on the right indicates a route into the field. Turn left in the field along the pathway which follows a power line across the centre of the field to a gateway.  Follow the very obvious track bearing slightly right across the next field towards some houses. At the housing estate road, cross straight over and go down a pathway through an avenue of trees - called Quaker's Walk - and go over the canal bridge.





O.S.006 617 The far side of the bridge is the finish of this part, and the start of the next part of the walk.  Devizes can be reached by walking straight ahead into the centre of the town. Devizes, founded after the Norman Conquest, has two Norman churches, many interesting and historical buildings and the Museum of the Wiltshire Archaeological and Natural History Society.  The Devizes to Avebury bus route is run by Thamesdown Transport.





Stage 2 - Devizes to The Lavingtons/Ridgeway/A360 - 11 miles 


Landrangers 173, 184





This route has been written with three possible finishing points to fit in with either accommodation or bus requirements.





Starting point:


From the Market Square in Devizes, go through the Indoor Market and the car park behind.  Turn left at the main road, and right into New Park Road, following this road until the canal is reached, just opposite Quaker's Walk. The start of the walk is along the Kennet and Avon tow path.006 617





Leave the canal bridge and walk eastward along the tow path until the third bridge, Coate bridge, is reached.  Go up to the road, and turn right.  Continue along this road, which has been built since the latest OS revision, alongside the new housing estate.  Go to the end of the road, past the turning right named The Patchway, and walk over the rough ground to meet the byway coming down the hill.  Cross this byway, taking a left byway running eastward. Continue along this track, which goes up a small hill, until a byway running north to south is reached. Turn right southward. At this point there are good distant views of the North Wiltshire and Marlborough Down to the north-east.  Directly ahead and southward is Etchilhampton Hill, and the Vale of Pewsey runs between them.


The byway continues southward up and around the right-hand shoulder of Etchilhampton Hill.  When it reaches a minor road, cross this and go down the pathway to the road, ignoring a crossing pathway. Looking ahead from the far right to the far left there is a high escarpment which is the edge of Salisbury Plain, and the route will climb this escarpment.





O.S.037 594. When the pathway reaches the A342 road, go straight across down into the village of Stert and take the first turning left which is signposted to Fulloway Farm and Crookwood Mill Farm. As the first farm is passed, there is a good view of the edge of Stert village and church to the right.  Continue along this road until a farm gate and cattle grid is reached, which is marked Crookwood Mill Farm.  Just before this gate/grid, turn left and go through a small gate into a field.  Walk across and down the middle of the field (SE) passing through a small gap in the hedge and across the middle of the next field to a white stile.  Cross the stile and go up through the wooded embankment, and climb the steps to the railway.  Taking care, cross the railway track, climb down the steps and cross over a stile at the edge of the wooded embankment.





From this stile take a route halfway down the field from the right-hand fence to the bottom left of the field.  This route arrives at a double stile and footbridge through the hedge.  From here continue straight across the next field and near the far side turn right, picking up a farm road bearing right, until a gate is reached.  Go over the gate and bear left to a stile.  Climb over the stile and walk up the field keeping parallel with the farm road, and pass over a stile in the hedge by a power pole.  Continue up the hill parallel with the farm road until the top of the field is reached. At this point go straight across the farm road via two stiles, and proceed up the next field to the far end, walking to the left of the right-hand gardens.  Climb over the fence, by the way markers.  Turn right then left along the Urchfont Village road, bearing left at the green, passing the Lamb Inn, bearing right at the duck pond until the main B3098 road is reached.





Urchfont has two shops and two public houses, two B & Bs, a 600-year old church and William and Mary Manor House, once owned by the elder Pitt.





O.S.041 569. Turn right at the B3098.  After 150 yards turn left by a layby up a track on the lower side of some houses, and start climbing up to the downs.  After about ½ mile, turn right off the track by some cattle pens, and go straight up the hill away from the track until a stile in a fence is reached. From this stile go to another stile in line with the right-hand side of a copse.  Over this stile and walk just to the right of these trees to meet the perimeter road, with "Danger, Keep Out" signs on the far side.





Large parts of the Salisbury Plain are military ranges and training areas, with public access either limited or banned.  At this point the area ahead is a bleak training area, and the route will go south-westwards around the perimeter path.  Generally the Plain is an open area of gently rolling farmland, with good views, especially from the escarpments.  The route ahead where it follows perimeter roads, is hard walking and can be noisy with military exercises.





Walk along the perimeter road, which follows the Ridgeway, until an army vedette post at Lavington Hill is reached.





O.S.024 534From this vedette post there are three alternative routes, and each one will be routed to a common point where the Ridgeway meets the A360.


A. Continue straight along the perimeter Ridgeway road, which is now tarmac, going downhill to meet the A360.


At this point Wilts and Dorset buses to and from Devizes, Shrewton and Salisbury are available.





B. Turn right (north-west) at the vedette post and go straight down to the town of Market Lavington, via White Street, where there are shops, accommodation and buses (Badgerline) to and from Devizes. To continue the route go back up White Street.  Just before the last houses on the left, turn right (before the last right-hand house) up a cemented road towards a storage depot, then turn right up a byway.  This byway passes between fields, and just after the edge of the left-hand field of Strip Lynchets, goes into a wooded area. At this point the byway meets one coming up the hill from the right, which leads to West Lavington, which will be called the 'T' junction.  To meet the Ridgeway/A360 junction, continue straight along the byway which narrows at this point.  This shortly meets a road coming up from West Lavington.  Turn left, and just over 100 yards, turn right along a byway which goes along the left-hand side of a wood.  This byway goes along a wide strip between two fields to meet the point just after the farm buildings, where the Ridgeway meets the A360.





C. From the 'T' junction  O.S.012 527 in the wooded area, turn right down to West Lavington going straight across the first road junction.  Continue down Rutts Lane until the main A360 is reached.  This is at a point 100 yards south of the Ship Inn. Further north up the A360 there are a number of shops, Inns and other accommodation.  Also Wilts and Dorset buses to and from Devizes, Shrewton and Salisbury are available. To continue the route to the Ridgeway/A36 junction, go back up Rutts Lane to the 'T' junction, turn right and proceed as in alternative B.





Junction of the Ridgeway and the A360 - O.S.009 509





Stage 3 - The Ridgeway/A30 Junction(near The Lavingtons) to Shrewton - 9 miles


Landranger 184


Starting Point:


O.S.009 509. From the Ridgeway/A360 junction turn south towards Tilshead for about 200 yards, then turn right along the Imber Range pathway (IRP), signposted along a road.  This IRP is a circular walk all around the Imber Range, which is closed to the general public.  After a further 200 yards, go straight along the IRP which leaves the road as it bends to the right.  Go up this pathway to the first corner of the left-hand field, and turn left here as signposted, on a strip between two fields.  At the end of the fields where there are further signposts, carry straight on, parallel with the main road, crossing military roads going down to the main road.  Just after a track going down to the road between a double line of bushes, the pathway goes up the hill and starts to meander towards the right-hand side of the long line of trees ahead.





At this point pick out a building partially hidden by the trees.  Head for this, keeping a fenced field to the left and tumulae to the right. One of the tumulae is fenced and has star shaped "No Digging" signs around it.  This military sign denotes sites of antiquity which should not be damaged in any way. Meeting the minor road, turn left and go downhill to meet the A360 into Tilshead.





O.S. 031 479. At the western end of Tilshead Village, just after the garage, there is a byway to the right which goes behind the Black Horse public house.  It is also signposted as the Imber Range Path (IRP).  When some small outbuildings are reached the byway turns left.  At this point turn right up the IRP - this is a straight pathway running parallel with the main road (A360).





At the brow of this first part of the pathway look right (south-west).  A modern looking village can be seen on the hill.  This is an 'enemy village', used by the military for training purposes. At the end of the first large field there is a byway leading up from the main road.  Turn right here, up the IRP towards the top of the hill, ignoring military roads crossing, until the National Trust property - White Barrow - is reached.  Cut through the right-hand corner of this property using the two stiles.  Climb over the second stile and turn left to take a track which runs (SSE) parallel with the main road.





Continue along this track, ignoring military roads crossing.  After about 2/3  mile it meets a military road close to the main road.  This is at a point at the bottom of the hill that leads up to a farm building on the right-hand side of the main road.  At this point go straight over the military road and take the track which goes diagonally up the hill, to the right, and away from the main road and farm building. At the top of the hill there is a pathway crossing away from the 'enemy village', and going towards (ESE) a small communication tower.  Turn left here.  When a partly fenced field is reached, go straight on, passing the 'No Entry To Military Vehicles' sign.  Head for a clump of fir trees in the distance.





This track leads to the main road.  Cross over the road and turn right, walking down the left-hand grass verge for 200 yards until a road off to the left is reached.  Turn left into this road, and after a few yards turn right, down a track.  This leads down into the north end of Shrewton village.


At the bottom end of this road, in the village, cross over a stream and turn right onto the road from Orcheston.  Then turn right again at the George Inn, and continue down through the village until the main A360 road is reached by the Catherine Wheel public house.





O.S.068 438. Shrewton village is large, has a number of public houses, some with accommodation, other guest houses, a post office and mini stores.  There are buses to and from Salisbury and Stonehenge.





Stage 4 - Shrewton to Stonehenge - 4 miles


Landranger 184


Starting Point:


O.S. 068 438 From the Catherine Wheel Public House turn left along the A360, pass the 30 mph de-limit and continue down past the Rolleston Road.  About two thirds of the way up the next hill, turn right into the rough road, and immediately bear left along the bridleway.  After 150 yards where the bridleway turns right, turn left along a footpath. After a further 200 yards, go through a gate into a field.  Bear left up the side of the field, and then follow the field fence downhill.  At the bottom end of the field go straight on through the gate and diagonally up the right-hand shoulder of the hill, going to the right of a number of tumulae surrounded by a shallow ditch.





Proceed around the hill and leave the field by the bottom right-hand corner near some farm buildings.  Go through the gate and farm buildings with the lowest building to the right.  Continue along the track running in a southerly direction, which then goes up hill to the A303 trunk road.





O.S.085 412. Turn left at the A303, going eastward.  Unfortunately - at the moment - there is no reasonable alternative to walking for a mile along the grass verges to this busy highway. If English Heritage’s plans go ahead too re-route or close the A303 and  make Stonehenge and its approach the show-piece of Europe then this point in the route will alter completely.





Continue along the A303 past the A360 roundabout.  Just beyond the roundabout, at the start of a layby, there is a National Trust pathway into the wood.  Cross the stile and follow this footpath to the other side of the wood where there is a NT information board describing the group of barrows just in front.





This group of barrows - the Winterbourne Stole Group (Neolithic and Bronze Age) are considered the best in Wessex, containing examples of every type of prehistoric barrows encountered in this region (e.g. Long, Round, Bowl, Disc, Saucer and Pond), some being formed when the main part of Stonehenge was erected.





Walk to the right of the first two barrows and climb over the stile into the adjoining field on the right.  The footpath follows the left-hand fence of this field in a NE direction. The footpath eventually meets the main A334 road. Looking right (east) a little way along this pathway there is the first intriguing view of Stonehenge.





O.S.111 427. Climb over a stile, cross the road and climb over the stile on the other side.  Follow the NT footpath through the wood.  On emerging from the wood, cross the stile and walk to a small tumulus on the left. At this tumulus there is a NT information board describing the Circus - twin parallel banks 110 yards apart, stretching for 1¼ miles west to east - constructed approximately 3000 BC, thought to be for some ceremonial purpose.





Walk up the Circus keeping to the right where there are further more dramatic views of Stonehenge.  Half way along the Circus there is a byway;  turn right here and walk to the Stonehenge car park.





O.S.123 424. At the top of the car park is the entrance to the English Heritage managed site of Stonehenge.  Members of the English Heritage or the National Trust have free entry to the site.





Stonehenge


Stonehenge has become one of the most famous prehistoric monuments in Europe, and the most visited in Britain.


Most visitors will be aware of this, and many will have first impressions of a rugged heavy temple rising from an open site miles from anything else. However, on approaching the site, especially by foot, many megalithic remains may have been seen;  and closer examination is likely to give rise to marvel and wonder.





It ranks with the Egyptian pyramids, etc. as one of the greatest and most mysterious of all man-made structures:  Why was it built, and how, are the questions most often asked.  Was it a temple, or an astrological instrument?  How were the stone transported or erected?





Stonehenge was built in three phases (3):





The first, 2200 BC (approximately) - started with the Heelstone.


The second, 1700-1600 BC (approximately) - erection of 'blue' stones 4-ton in weight, brought from Pembrokeshire in Wales, with axis of monument pointing to sunrise on the longest day of the year.


The third, 1600-1200 BC (approximately) - rebuilding using 'blue' stones, and sarsen stones up to 45 tones in weight, from Marlborough Downs.





The transport of the stones, the careful dressing, erection and fitting of the stones from the awesome second and third phases must have been carried out by powerful and well organised societies, spanning different civilisations over many hundreds of years.





Stonehenge is surrounded by many sites, eight within two miles, each with many barrow cemeteries.  For example, the Normanton site has twenty-four various bowl, bell, disc and saucer barrows.  A further twenty-seven are at Winterbourne Stoke, etc.





The outlying sites are mainly under the National Trust with English Heritage managing the Stonehenge site.  A visit to the site, which is free to NT or EH members, is a must using the hand-held cassette guide provided.





Stage 5 - Stonehenge to Berwick St. James - 4 miles


Landranger 184


Starting Point:


O.S.123 424 · Landranger 184


Stonehenge Car Park:  Leave the car park by its lower west end on to a byway, and cross immediately over the A344 on to the continuation of the byway heading south- west.  This is the route of the ancient Harrow Way.


The Harrow Way(2), or 'Hard Way', from the Kentish Coast near Dover crosses the Thames in Berkshire.  It is one of the oldest roads in Britain, and like the Great Ridgeway, crosses the county East to West and intermingles with the Ridgeway through Dorset, with both finishing near Axe in Devon. 





Continue on this byway which then crosses the A303 and is marked "Old Sarum 7½ miles" on the other side.  After a few hundred yards, there is a footpath on the left to Old Sarum.  Ignore this, and continue along the byway in a south-westerly direction. Just past the Old Sarum footpath sign there is a National Trust Information Board describing the adjoining Bronze Age Disc Barrows on Normanton Down, which archaeologists have determined were for female burials.





At the top of the next hill the byway turns left through a "No Right Of Way", and at this point the official footpath continues straight on up the track through a field.  This track leads up to and through a wood on the brow of the hill.  The path through the wood emerges on to a main road (A360) by an old garage.





O.S.099 394. Turn left southwards along the road and, by the water tower, cross over the road.  Take a small road forking south-west from the main road, passing Druids Lodge on the right.  Keep on this estate road until just before it passes into estate buildings at the top of the hill.  At this point, carry on to the left of the buildings following a track which goes around to the far side, and drops down into the valley. Continue down the track until it eventually meets the road going into Berwick St. James by the Wiltshire Girl Guides buildings. At the main road (B3083) turn right northwards up the High Street. Walk up past the church, and just before the bus stop on the left there is a signpost to Steeple Langford, up a rough road.





O.S.072 393. Berwick St. James is on the regular Wilts and Dorset bus route from Salisbury to Devizes via Shrewton, and has a post office shop and public house, appropriately called The Boot Inn - a welcome sight if timed with the limited opening hours, frustrating if not!





Stage 6 - Berwick St. James to Near Heytesbury - 12 miles


Landranger 184


Starting Point:


O.S.072 393. Go up this rough road towards Steeple Langford until it forks just before some farm buildings, and take the left-hand fork up the hill.  A little further on the route, the path can be seen going up to two small towers on top of the hill. Just before the first tower (communication) turn right along a crossing byway, keeping the other tower (water) to the left. (Leave the Harrow Way at this point). Follow the track heading north-west, aiming toward a barn on the edge of a wood near the top of the next hill. Pass the barn, and continue up the track to the A303.  Just to the left on the other side can be seen the ramparts of Yarnbury Castle. Just before the A303 there is an old milestone which states in roman numerals "9 miles from Sarum and 27 miles from Bath".





O.S.041 402. Cross over the A303 with care, and continue along the byway going to the right of Yarnbury Castle (167 metres/550 feet high). Yarnbury Castle(3), only partially excavated in 1932, is an impressive hill fort.  The first phase is an Early Iron Age enclosure of 12 acres and, probably in the 1st Century BC, was doubled in size.  There are probable additions from the Roman period.  (There is no direct access to the site).





Carry along this bridleway heading north-west, crossing a bridleway and bearing slightly left avoiding the track through the private land. The bridleway continues north-west along the right of a field which has "Private Land, Keep Out" signs.  On the right of this bridleway is an area marked with "Active Airstrip" warning signs. Continue along the bridleway until it reaches a road (B390).  Turn right, and after approximately 100 yards, cross over and turn down a farm road marked "Chitterne Village Only".





Looking right from this farm road there is a another good view of the modern-looking 'enemy' village built for military training. Just before Chitterne village there is a track marked "Imber Range Path" (IRP) crossing the farm road, and turn left along this path. The IRP is a recently opened circular pathway around the Imber Range which is a large military area from which the public are prohibited.  The walk will now follow the IRP until the far side of Arn Hill.





On reaching a minor road, turn left down to the village.  Turn left on reaching the village road, and just afterward turn right down the main road (B390), walking adjacent to the stream following the Codford sign. This route then reaches the King's Head (with some accommodation) at the southern end of the village.





O.S.990 438. Continue from the King's Head up the B390 and on the first bend there is, on the right hand side, a byway and IRP sign pointing up a track.  Follow this track up the hill, crossing a farm road, through the left edge of a copse and towards the right-hand end of a line of trees. A little way past these trees the IRP bears slightly left along the right-hand side of a field with 'Penang' signposts. In this field there are star shaped signs on the top of poles.  These denote sites of antiquity, which the military must not damage in any way. Continue along the IRP, aiming for the storage tank on the top of the next hill.  On reaching the storage tank carry straight on the IRP ignoring the byway to the left. There are earthworks, just short of the tank, which on the left link to Knook Castle settlement.





On reaching the top of the hill, just past the storage tank, look straight ahead and through a gap in the hills across the valley can be seen the distinctive shape of Cley Hill with its smaller hill on the right.  To the right of these the hill forts on the edge of the Salisbury Plain can be picked out and the walk travels along these e.g. Battlesbury, Scratchbury, Arn, before dropping down into the head of the Wylye Valley north of Warminster, and making its way to Cley Hill.





Continue down the hill, ignoring the byway to the left, and up over the next hill and halfway down the next there is a IRP sign pointing diagonally left down the hill.  A footpath will probably not be discernable, and the line to aim for is the left-hand end of a wood on the opposite hill, roughly south-west. At the left-hand corner of this wood, continue along the left side of the wood, and at the next corner of these trees aim left towards the left-hand side of the next line of trees.  At this corner, turn right and walk along to the farm (East Hill). At the farm, turn left down the road (south west) again following the IRP sign. The IRP follows the farm road down from East Hill Farm.  The road eventually bears left and at the end of the next field on the right there is a IRP sign on the road pointing up through a line of trees.





O.S. 930 432. This point is ¼ mile from the main A360(T) which bypasses Heytesbury, and just before the entrance to Heytesbury House. This is the nearest point to Heytesbury Village, where there is a regular Wilts and Dorset bus service between Salisbury and Warminster. Heytesbury is an interesting village with an old hospital dating from 1449, rebuilt in the 18th century and still in use.  There is a Round House (lock up) and the Angel Inn dating back to the 13th century.





Stage 7 - Near Heytesbury to Arn Hill, Warminster - 5½ miles


Landranger 184











Starting Point:


O.S.930 432. Take the pathway up between the trees.  On emerging from the trees by a stile, go up the right-hand side of the next hedge and, bearing slightly right, aim for the middle of the trees on the hill.  As you reach the wood you will see a track running up through a gap in the wood to the other side. Before entering the wood take a moment to look back.  On the left is the previous route down from the Salisbury Plain and the Imber Range;  to the right can be seen Heytesbury House and Heytesbury Church.





Pass through the wood and on reaching the far side go on bearing slightly right across the field, aiming towards the top of the hill (Cotley Hill) and the stile to the right of the tumulus (Bronze Age barrow) at the top.  (Height 193 metres/636 feet). At this point look north-west to view the route of the walk across a line of individual hill forts (Scratchbury, Battlesbury and Arn) which appear to protect the Salisbury Plain.  Warminster nestles underneath the west of the far hills and to its left, and west north-west from Cotley Hill is the distinctive shape of Cley Hill arising from the valley (like a hump back whale).





O.S.920 433. After crossing the stile, head across the field in a north-westerly direction towards the stile on the far side.  Cross this stile and proceed to the next corner of the right-hand field (50 yards) where there is a further IRP sign, and follow its directions between the side of the right-hand field, and the tumulus on the lower side of the path.  At the next corner of the field, turn left to the next stile (50 yards). Cross the stile and bear slightly right along the footpath through the next field, heading towards the far side of the field where there is a stile (approximately half way along the hill ahead (Scratchbury).  On crossing this next stile, turn right to follow a path which goes all around the hill to the far side, keeping to the lower side of the rampart.





This hill is Scratchbury Hill(3), or Camp (Scratch is an old west country word for Devil). The hill (197 metres/649 feet high), with the camp covering 37 acres, has four Bronze Age barrows, artefacts from which reside in Devizes Museum.  It also has many Iron Age platforms cut into the north-west slope.  It was vulnerable on the south-eastern side, and this weakness led to the fortification at Battlesbury.





On the stile you may note a Wessex Ridgeway sign.  The Wessex Ridgeway runs south from Avebury to Lyme Regis on the Dorset/Devon border.  It is largely coterminous with the Great Ridgeway walk which starts at Holme, near Hunstanton Norfolf on the side of the Wash.  This part of the Celtic Way follows the same route (in reverse) as the Wessex Ridgeway (and IRP) from near Heytesbury to Arn Hill.





O.S.911 445. On reaching the far side of Scratchbury Hill (ignoring a path half way around leading down the left-hand side of the field to the farm below) the route ahead can be seen dropping down the hill over a stile (signposted Warminster) to the farm road, then going up from the corner of this road (where a track goes to the right), diagonally up the next hill (Middle Hill) to the right-hand side of a copse. Looking to the right of Middle Hill, Strip Lynchets can be seen - these are medieval cultivated terraces formed during a period of acute land shortage.  To the left of Middle Hill, below the copse, is the site of the Medieval village of Middleton - although only an open space can be seen above Middleton farm. Middle Hill (179 metres/590 feet high) has a barrow on top.





On reaching the copse, half way up Middle Hill, carry on along the path around the right side of the copse and left-hand side (south-west) of the Hill, keeping below the tumulus on top, eventually aiming down northwards towards two barns in the valley below.  Across the valley is Battlesbury Hill;  also with Strip Lynchets on its lower side.





O.S.907 452. The pathway goes across the farm road (leading to the barns) and up Battlesbury Hill. Keeping to the right-hand side of two fields, cross another track between the fields, aiming towards the right-hand shoulder of the hill.  At the top of the second field there is a double stile just below the lowest rampart.  Cross the left-hand stile, and go up to the highest rampart and turn left (south-west) to go around the hill to its far side, keeping to the left-hand side of the fenced central grazing area, and above the copse. These hills are not cultivated, and mainly used only for grazing.  This encourages wildlife, especially skylarks, etc.  The above copse is a favourite nesting place for buzzards.





Battlesbury Hill(3) or Camp (208 metres/682 feet, with a central camp of 24 acres) dominates the Wylye Valley and is one of the finest examples of an Iron Age Hill Fort in England.  It has double ramparts, except on the west side where it has 3 ramparts.  It was built over an earlier occupation site, and is thought to be one of the British 'oppido' stormed by the Roman General Vespasian during the conquest of Wessex.  A 'massacre' cemetery was discovered outside the western entrance, and may relate to this event.  A refuge during times of stress, it was also a market and meeting place both during the Iron Age and early Saxon periods.  Artefacts can be found in Devizes Museum.





Continue around the hill, crossing the stile at the end of the copse.  At this point, Arn Hill appears with its communications tower on top behind the golf clubhouse, and down below in the valley is the School of Infantry barracks.  The route ahead passes through these barracks to the lower parts of Arn Hill.  To the left of, and before Arn Hill (but not on the route) is a small hill (Cop Heap (550 feet) with a Bronze Age burial mound on top).  Further left in a westerly direction is Cley Hill.





At the far north corner of Battlesbury Hill there is a farm track from the top of the Hill passing through a gap in the ramparts.  Turn left here, following the farm track for 100 yards, then bear left down the pathway to the corner of the field where there is a stile and IRP signpost.  Cross the stile and follow the footpath sign direction around the left-hand side of the field (any unusual smells here probably emanate from the sewage works below) until an underground reservoir, surrounded by a high fence, is reached.





O.S.897 462. At this point, turn left, cross a stile and go down to the main road.  Turn left down this road which runs through the army site.  Continue along this road, ignoring any side roads until St. Giles Church is reached.  Turn right just before the church, and follow the road until the 'T' junction at the end.  At this junction, turn left along the road in the direction of the IRP sign. Walk along this road towards a pair of cottages on a corner on the right.  Just past these cottages is a road running up to West Wilts Golf Club and course.  There is an IRP sign here that appears to point up the golf course road, but in fact the IRP pathway runs immediately alongside the left-hand side of the garage to the left-hand cottage.





O.S. 878 458. Note:  This is the nearest point to the centre of Warminster, which can be reached in 20 ® 30 minutes by either walking down the hill away from the golf club, or taking the footpath on the left just before the cottages, which goes south of Cop Heap and into the centre of town.





Warminster lies at the head of the Wylye Valley, has had a long association with the Army and was an important stopping place for stage coaches en route to London, Bristol, Poole and Southampton.  Some of the Market Place hotels are former Coaching Inns with the Old Bell retaining its colonnaded front.  According to Defoe, Warminster was the greatest market for wheat in England, and many houses date back 200 years or more.





There is a large free car park which has the new Tourist Information Office and the new Library on its Market Street side.  Silver Street is the main location for antique shops.





Stage 8 - Arn Hill to Cley Hill - 4½ miles


Landranger 183


Starting Point:


O.S.ST 879 459Follow the IRP sign (not up the road to the Golf Club) immediately left of the garage (to the left of the two semi-detached cottages). The initial route of this part of the walk goes around three sides of the West Wilts golf course, which covers all of the top of Arn Hill and most of its ancient sites.





Arn Hill, height over 675 feet, has Bronze and Iron Age burial mounds with three types of barrows - Long, Round and Bowl - but some were destroyed in 1911/1912 in making the golf course.  Artefacts are kept in Devizes Museum.





Follow the footpath up and along the first side of the golf course, with the clubhouse to the left, until the corner of the golf course is reached by the 6th tee. At this point, looking east, the Battlesbury and Scratchbury hills can be seen, and to the north-east lies the Imber Military Artillery Range, which is out of bounds to the public.





At this first corner, although the IRP continues north-east turn left (north-west) following a bridleway sign along the outside of the golf course.  At the next corner of the golf course, by an underground reservoir on the right, turn left (southwards) up and alongside the golf course, ignoring the track heading down hill. At this corner there is a tumulus lying underneath the greens and tees.  Also, looking south-west, there is a good view of the distinctive Cley Hill. Continue along the third side of the golf course keeping outside of the white topped boundary posts until an isolated stile is reached.  The path now continues diagonally down hill in the direction of a small lake in the valley below.





Looking towards Cley Hill the route will be down across the roads and railway on the edge of Warminster, and after the church, through fields to the A36 bypass road, then over the A36 across the field to the south of the wood, and taking a left-hand route around further fields to the bottom of Cley Hill. Part way down the hill, cross a stile and take the track bearing right down hill, ignoring any further tracks to the left, until the main road (A356) is reached.





O.S.872 462. Cross over the road, turn left and walk along the pathway and turn down a footpath which runs between houses numbered 20 and 19.  This footpath continues over a railway footbridge and meets a residential road.  Cross this, going straight down between the houses, taking the pathway at the lower left-hand corner around the houses, and keep left past the small electricity substation.  Taking the next pathway to the right, go down to the road with open space on the other side.





On reaching the road, turn right for 30 yards and cross over, taking the pathway through the open space marked with a public footpath signpost.  This path goes down through a line of trees across the recreation ground to a footbridge on the far side. Just before the footbridge, there are seats to the right and left.  Pass over the stream footbridge going straight ahead along the path which goes past the left-hand side of the cemetery and church grounds. The church is the Parish Church of St. Denys The Minster, originated in Saxon times.  The present 14th century building was extensively rebuilt in the 19th century.  The Yew Tree in front is over 600 years old.





O.S.869 455. Turn right around the church grounds and up the footpath alongside the main road going (north-west) out of Warminster.  Just outside the 30 mph limit, there is on the left-hand side a house with the name Coldharbour.  Cross over the road by the Footpath sign, and take the small road (Coldharbour Lane), up the right-hand side of this house. Walk up this lane ignoring a turning to the left and follow the signpost direction "Cley Hill, 1¾ miles".  Walk through the farm buildings keeping left of the third building where the lane turns into a grass track.  Keep along this track until a stile on the right is reached.  Do not cross the stile, but turn immediately left up a track between trees and bushes.  At the end of this there is a small field, probably with no apparent footpath across it, however the official footpath route is straight across to the corner of the copse 50 yards away.  On reaching the copse, walk down the left-hand side straight to the stile by the side of the A36 bypass.  Cross the stile and turn left alongside the A36.  About 70 yards down there is an Information Board with maps and information on the local area. After a further 100 yards, cross over the A36 to meet a small road emerging from the wood, and continue alongside the A36 in the direction of the signpost, "2½ miles Corsley".





O.S.853 454. On reaching the lay-by, climb over the stile into an open field with the wood on the right and bypass on the left.  The official footpath line is alongside the road for about 100 yards westwards across the field to meet a farm track on the far side.  However, if this is obstructed, continue along the side of the field adjacent to the bypass until the farm track from the right is reached by an underpass.





O.S.849 448. Do not go through the underpass, but continue straight up the farm road between the highway and a field.  At the next corner of the field cross over a stile into the field (there should be a signpost to Longleat at this point).  Keep to the left-hand side of the field with Cley Hill on the right. At the next corner of the field go through a gate and again, keep to the left-hand side of this field.  At the next corner of the field cross over the stile.  Pass behind some paddocks on the left-hand side of this next field until a stile is reached which leads down into a gully.  Cross this stile and turn right up the gully between two lines of trees - a pleasant cool walk on a hot day.





At the end of the gully a track runs across, going left to a car park by the main road, and right up to Cley Hill.





O.S.838 443. To visit Cley Hill turn right going up to the top as directed by a National Trust Information Board situated part way up the track, and then return to this point. There are good views all around from Cley Hill, which at 784 feet is highest of the local hills.  It is an Iron Age fort with two Bronze Age bowl barrows on the highest part.  More recently, in the 1960's it became famous as a watch point for UFOs, with many (alleged) sightings.





PublicTransport


The cathedral city of Salisbury is on the London West County route, and is 7 miles from Stonehenge.


The area is well served by buses:  Avebury to Devizes (Thamesdown Transport);  Devizes to Salisbury via West Lavington and Shrewton, with special services to Stonehenge from Salisbury (hourly) and Shrewton; buses between Salisbury and Warminster, all run by the  Wilts and Dorset bus company;  and Warminster to Frome, via Cley Hill by Badgerline. Buses and accommodation in Devizes, Shrewton and Warminster will cover all this route in stages.Museums: Avebury, Devizes, Salisbury, Warminster








There are Badgerline buses from Cley Hill to Warminster.


Tourist Information:


Tourist Information Centre, Avebury		016 723 425


Tourist Information Centre, Devizes		01380 729408


Tourist Information Centre, Salisbury		01722 334956


Tourist Information Centre, Warminster		91747 861211





Train Enquiries					0117 929 4255


Badgerline Buses				01225 464446


Wilts and Dorset Bus Company			01722 336855


Thamesdown Transport				01793 523700





Accommodation: Plenty of B&B in the area


Youth Hostels:


Salisbury - 01722 327572


Bath - 01225 465674


Bristol - 01179221659
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Handing-on: 


The next section is The Arthurian Centre, which runs from Gare Hill (Gaer Hill on some maps).The link between Cley Hill and Gaer Hill runs through the Longleat Estate and there appear to be some queries about the best way to link the two points. For the purposes of this walk, the section ends here, and it is suggested that  on overnight stop and public transport be used to get to the start of the. next section at Gaer Hill. From Gaer Hill, the Celtic Way will runs for 40 miles
