Section Eighteen - Beginning the Link to Brittany


Stonehenge to Winchester - 33 ½ miles  





Maps: Landranger 184 and 185





Stages


Stonehenge to Old Sarum - 8 ½ miles


Old Sarum to Figsbury Ring - 7miles


Figsbury Ring to King’s Sombourne - 10 miles


Stage Four - King’s Sombourne to Winchester - 8 miles 





Highlights: Stonehenge; Old Sarum; Figsburv Rings; Danebury; Winchester; Butser Hill





Introduction


This is beginning of linking of the Celtic Way route through Western Britain to a future Celtic Way route in Brittany. It has been begun, but not finished, and runs from Stonehenge to Winchester. The next stages of the Celtic way project will involved improving and adding to the current route. It would be nice to see extensions to the Celtic Way running from the north and east to meet at Stonehenge. Immediate plans are to improve the current route and establish it with signs. The rest is for the future. 





For the present, we can walk this section  towards the south coast and experience the hills and tracks which have always formed part of the link between Britain and France. It may be that the route will end in Christchurch rather than Portsmouth in view of the historical significance of he harbour there.





Currently, this part of the Celtic way runs from Stonehenge to Portsmouth, via Old Sarum, Figsburv Rings, Danebury, Winchester and Butser Hill. The terrain is all of rolling chalkland downs and shallow river valleys. Depending on the weather there should be no difficulties walking the route, though in wet conditions the chalk downlands can be slippery under foot.





The history and archaeology of southern Wiltshire and Hampshire is varied, well documented and is too large to be covered in any depth in this guide. Much of the areas archaeology is pre-Celtic, such as Stonehenge and many of the barrows.  The Celtic legacy is most obvious in the hillforts which are on route, though there again many are not included, simply because there are too many. Of the historical sites of the area, Old Sarum, Winchester and Portsmouth have well recorded pasts which need individual attention to gain any understanding of their past.





Stage 1 - Stonehenge to Old Sarum - 8 ½ miles - 





Starting Point:


The route starts in the car park at Stonehenge, where you turn right along the A344 (west) for approximately 300 yards, then turn left down a Byway and across the very busy A303.





Once across the A303 it is only a short walk to the Normanton Down complex of Bronze Age barrows 


where you turn left and passing through the barrows come to another Byway. Here you will find an information board giving some details on the barrows. Turn right and head towards the small village of Lake. The Byway drops down into a pleasant open valley.





Continue along the valley. At Springbottom Farm take the right fork in the byway, and carry on until just before the first house you come to, where you will find a path marker on your right. Follow the path across a small field and along the edge of the wood, crossing over the road and straight on down to the River Avon.





Follow the Avon down stream until eventually you reach a tarmac road in Upper Woodford, where you turn left past the pub and left again over the river bridge.Remain on this road passing a telephone box on your right until you come to the wooded hillside.





The footpath joins the road at the beginning of the woods next to a house. Follow the path south towards Salterton where you rejoin the road for a short distance, taking you to Salterton Farm.  Taking care to avoid the slurry pit at Salterton Farm, the overgrown footpath continues south, climbing to a small copse.





Here it is well worth looking back for the scenic views of the valley.





There are a number of footpaths in this small copse.  On entering the copse turn left for a few yards and then right. The footpath continues on to Old Sarum, which is visible on the skyline in the distance.





The footpath comes into the N/E corner at Old Sarum, where at the farm you turn right, which takes you to the car park, toilets and Old Sarum itself.





Old Sarum (Sorviodunem)


The site of Old Saruin dates from approx. 3000BC. This imposing site was occupied intermittently from 3000BC until Tudor times.  The earthen banks were constructed to protect the people and their cattle.  The outer bank dates about 500BC during the Iron Age.





There was a settlement at Old Sarum during the Romano-British period and a number of Roman roads radiated from the area. There is no evidence of Romano-British occupation of the site visible to the modem visitor.





During Anglo-Saxon times a battle was fought at Old Sarum (Searobyrg) between the Saxon Chieftain (Cynric) and the Britons who were defeated in AD552 . The site was strengthened during the time of King Alfred to counter the Viking raiders.





With the Norman conquest of 1066, came the height of Old Sarum. It was used to control the local population. This is where William the conqueror disbanded his army in 1070.  In 1075 it became a major religious site when it took over the diocese of Sherbourne.  A new cathedral was built soon after 1078.





Soon after 1 100 Bishop,Roger, had two palaces built at Old Sarum, one for himself and one for Henry 1. There followed a decline in the forttmes at old Sarum until 1540, when the, site was no longer occupied.





Stage 2 - Old Sarum to Figsbury Ring - 7miles. Landranger 184





Starting Point:


From the car park at Old Sarum cross over the A345 and head for Ford.  Continue along that road until you reach the river where you turn left up the bridle way, through the gate and turn left, then right at the water treatment plant.





Follow the public footpath and over the stile, past a single house on the left and straight on. Carry on down the dirt track, then turn right over the river and onto the A338, where you turn left into village. Follow the main road past the church on your right, turn right following the sign for the Monarch Way Pass under the railway arch and continue straight up the hill to Figsbury Ring, a 5th Century BC hillfort.





Stage 3 - Figsbury Ring to King’s Sombourne - 10 miles 


Landrangers 184 and 185





Starting point:


Setting out from the S/E corner of Figsbury Ring, follow The Monarch Way sign across the busy A30.  Take the path up the hill, following The Monarch Way footpath due east through the woods.  This path takes you just South of Firsdown.





Continue along to the road junction, turn left. then right towards West Winterslow for approx. 100 yards, then turn left up Byway (Cobb Lane).





Follow path uphill past Monarch Way sign, to woods. In the woods take the left fork, this is where, the Celtic Way, Monarch Way and Clarendon Way join. Continue straight on up into Middle Winterslow until you reach the road junction.





Straight on at the road junction (Roman Road) and take the road in the direction of Gunville, straight on at junction, down Middleton Road. Continue straight on where road forks to right until you come to the common. Cut across the common heading east, passing the play area on your right.





Straight on at the tarmac road for approx.300 yards. At road junction turn left then immediately right, following signs for Monarch/Clarendon Way. Continue along lane until you reach Buckholt Farm, where temporary signs direct you around back of farm. Continue to follow the Clarendon Way sign heading for Broughton.  On your approach to Broughton village centre you have to turn right and then left towards the Greyhound pub.





You have a choice here:


Broughton is a dividing point for the Spur to Danebury.  The main Celtic Way continues on to King's 


Somboume.





The spur for Danebury continues straight on from Rectory Lane.  At the edge of the field the Clarendon/Celtic Ways turn right, the spur for Danebury goes almost straight across the field.








Option: Danebury Spur 


After crossing the field you join a minor road, turn right and continue along until you reach the A30.


Straight across the A30, follow the road for about 1 ½ miles. At the tarmac road turn left, continue for 


approx.500 yards, this takes you onto the approach road for Danebury Ring.





Danebury


This iron age hillfort was constructed approx.500BC, It is unusual in that large numbers of storage pits were found, many more than would be required by the estimated population of the area.  The use of the site may have been that of storage or trading.  It appears that occupation ended 100 years BC.





For those who are interested there are archaeological excavation reports available from the local libraries, compiled by Professor Barry Cunliffe.








Spur back to Celtic Way


Retrace your steps down to the approach road and turn right, this brings you to a road junction.  Take the second road on left which takes you east into the village of Longstock. In the village turn left for a short distance, then right.  This road takes you over the River Test.





The Test Way passes down this valley and is sign posted just before the A305.





Turn south down the Test Way towards Stockbridge.  Follow the Test Way signs along the outskirts of Stockbridge, which is straight across the first and second roundabout. Follow the Test Way to its junction with Clarendon/Celtic Way.





Option: The Celtic Way from Broughton to King’s Sombourne.


At the end of Rectory Lane in Broughton, turn right and follow the Clarendon Way signs. This takes you along the back of the village.  Follow the path through to Houghton where you turn left for approx. 150 yards, then right and over the River Test.





After crossing the River Test, the path crosses the Test Way, which joins up with the Danebury Spur.





From this junction head east up the hill in the direction of King's Sombourne.  Turn right at the first road junction, this takes you down into King's Sombourne village.Turn right on the A3057, over the little river, until you come to the church





Stage 4 - King’s Sombourne to Winchester - 8 miles . 


Landranger 185





Starting point:


From the church at King's Somboume, head north to the river where you turn right and follow the river upstreamAbout. 600 yards upstream the Clarendon/Celtic Way path is found on your right.Climb up the hill and down the other side, following the Clarendon Way signs. The path turns left and follows the course of a disused Roman Road for a short distance, then veers through the woods to the right.





There is a sharp left hand turn which takes you back towards the Roman road, another sharp right hand turn taking you up a rather steep climb to Beacon Hill.





The pathway follows the top of the ridge which takes you past the Farley Mount Monument. The pathway then descends back in the direction of the Roman road which you follow till you reach Crabwood House.  Here you turn left through Crabwood Farm House and on to the first turning right.





Continue until you come to a road junction where you turn left and head down into Winchester City.  When you reach the B3041 you turn right for a few yards, which brings you to a roundabout.This roundabout is on Romsey Road, Winchester.  You turn left downhill with the Hospital on your right and the Prison on the left.  You continue under the archway and straight down the High Street into the Broadway, where you will find King Alfred's Statue.








Winchester


Winchester was built on a crossing of the River Itchen, where ancient ridgeways met, so as a result a settlement developed.  With the coming of the Romans, Winchester (Venta Belgarum became an important tribal centre, with classical Roman organisation and street plan.  Later Venta Belgarum was allowed to build a town wall, as much a statement of its wealth and importance as defence.


After the departure of the Roman Army, Winchester declined and did not regain any major importance until the late 9th Century AD.  During the 9th Century the ancient Kingdom of Wessex became capitol of Anglo Saxon England.





The present cathedral was built by Bishop William of Wykeham in the 14th Century and is one of the largest in the country.  Nearby to the Cathedral is Wolvesey Castle, scene of a battle in 1 141,Iwhen Matilda's forces were defeated by those of King Stephen.





Today Winchester, although a small city, is the administrative centre for the county of Hampshire and contains many attractions for the inquisitive visitor.





The statue of King Alfred the Great is the end of this part of the Celtic Way.





Information


Youth Hostels:


Winchester - The City Mill - 01962 853723


Portsmouth - Wymering Manor - 01705 375661


Tourist Information:


Winchester - 01962 840500


Portsmouth - 01705 826722


Public Transport:


Rail: Salisbury, Winc
